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INJURED PLAYERS

ROAD TRIP

The Eastern women’s soccer team
made changes to their lineup over
the past couple of weeks because
of injured players.

The Eastern women’s tennis team
continues gear up and hit the road
for Peoria on Friday for the Bradley
University fall tournament.
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Police
identified
‘masked
men’

Eastern
receives
higher
rankings
By Brooke Schwartz
Staff Writer | @brookesch_wartz

By JJ Bullock
Assistant Sports Editor | DEN_Sports
Four minors have been identified
as the people behind the “masked
men” incident that took place in
Charleston over the weekend, according to Charleston Police Chief
Bryan Baker.
The issue has reached resolution,
Baker said, and the teens are being
“taken care of.”
The suspects were reported to
have been knocking on the windows of homes and following people down the sidewalk.
The four boys went to the home
on the 1100 block of 6th street,
w h e r e ov e r t h e w e e k e n d t h e y
knocked on the windows and surrounded the porch wearing all black
clothing and masks, and apologized
to the home owners including junior family consumer science major
Alex Schulte. However, the apology
did not mend all the ill feelings.
“Yes, it did (make me feel better) and no. It did because it made
me feel better knowing they were
just a bunch of punk high school
kids who were only like 16,” Schulte said. “Even though they said they
would stop, it’s kind of like, ‘Well,
did they actually mean they will
stop and leave us alone or are they
just saying that?’”
Schulte said it gave her and her
roommates peace of mind knowing
that the police have identified the
four boys.
“I think it’s a good thing that the
police know who they and it makes
my roommates and I feel safer living where we do,” Schulte said. “Because personally, I feel like if the
police spoke to them they definitely will not continue what they are
doing.”
Over the weekend, Baker said the
Charleston Police Department received only one phone call reporting the suspects, which he said was
unsettling because it is hard for the
police to take action if no one calls.
“If there is this many people seeing something they need to make it
a point to call,” Baker said.
Baker also said they took these
reports as seriously as they take all
reports called in.
Rumored sightings of the
“masked men” travelled quickly around campus on social media,
phones and word of mouth.
Malik Smith, a communica tion studies major, heard about the
“masked men,” from a friend who
texted him saying there was something happening near the football
field involving people with masks
and knives.
Masked Men, page 5
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Mattoon School District Superintendent Larry Lilly speaks at a press conference following a shooting at Mattoon
High School. One student was taken into custody after he shot another student.

1 shot, 1 taken into custody
following Mattoon shooting
Suspect fired
shots in the
school cafeteria
Staff Report |@DEN_News
One student was shot, but is in stable condition, following a shooting at
Mattoon High School Wednesday.
Officials said evidence indicates
the shooter, who was a student, was
acting alone. He was detained and
placed into custody.
At approximately 11:32 p.m.
Wednesday morning the Mattoon Police Department responded to multiple calls of shots fired at Mattoon
High School.
The suspect fired shots in the
school cafeteria.
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A police car was parked a few feet away from Mattoon High School
Wednesday afternoon where an active student shooter was taken into
custody. He shot one student who was taken to the hospital.

"We are saddened that this event has happened..."
Larry Lilly, superintendent of the Mattoon School District
He was then subdued by a teacher
and disarmed by the school resource
officer.
Emergency procedures were activated and students and staff evacuated the high school as a result, Larry
Lilly, superintendent of the Mattoon
School District, said at a press conference.
Lilly said he visited the student in
the hospital.
He reported that the student was in
stable condition and “in good spirits.”
Mattoon Police chief Jeff Branson
said one of the numerous rounds fired
struck the student who was trying to

evacuate the cafeteria.
The injured student’s parents were
notified, and all others were transferred to Riddle Elementary School to
be released to their parents.
“We are saddened that this event
has happened and we will provide
counseling services to students in
need,” Lilly said.
He said school officials will continue to work with emergency personnel
to determine what happened.
Officials did not release the name
of the injured student or the teacher
who subdued the shooter.
Mattoon High School will be on
an early dismissal schedule Thursday,

ending the day at 12:09 p.m.
All other schools will have regular
hours. Parents of any students who
wish to keep their child home will be
given an excused absence.
Lilly said counselors, local clergy
and police officers will be available to
students and staff to provide comfort
and counseling.
Mattoon Police Department will be
present at the high school in the coming days so families and students feel
safe, Branson said.
The News staff can be reached at
581-2812 or dennewsdesk@gmail.
com.

Eastern ranked in the top 10 percent for “diversity, engagement, and
teaching” and was the top ranking
public university in Illinois and 8th
in the Midwest, according to rankings published by the National Survey of Student Engagement and the
U.S. News and World Report.
The NSSE’s website states the
r a n k i n g s a re f o c u s e d o n , “t h e
amount of time and effort students
put into their studies and other educationally purposeful activities”
and “how the institution deploys its
resources and organizes the curriculum and other learning opportunities”.
The USNWR provides its rankings to make it easier for incoming
college students to compare different universities.
To gather these rankings, the USNWR looked at different indicators
of success, such as freshman retention rates and graduation rates.
Joshua Norman, the associate
vice president for enrollment management, said he credits these rankings entirely to Eastern’s students
and faculty.
“These (rankings) are a recognition of the grit that our students
have to succeed,” Norman said.
“It communicates the core of what
we’re about, and that’s the support
of our students for continued success.”
Norman said that it is in Eastern’s
culture to work towards excellence
and to focus on each individual student’s learning experience.
These rankings are also useful
for sending out a message that resonates with potential students, Norman said.
Public Information Coordinator,
Joshua Reinhart, also mentioned
the importance of these rankings for
potential students and their families.
“Perspective students and parents often make the decision about
which college to attend together,
and I think, perhaps, some of the
older generations might be a little
more familiar with the U.S. News
and World Report rankings,” Reinhart said. “They’ve been around,
I think, more than 30 years and 30
years ago they were used quite often
as a reference to which schools provided the best value.”
Norman and Reinhart also mentioned the importance of these
rankings for current students because it shows them the continuing
value of their education.

Ratings, page 5
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US pressures
Iraqi Kurds to
abandon vote on
independence
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NEW YORK (AP) — The United States is pressuring the Iraqi Kurds
and their regional government to
abandon a planned referendum on independence.
State Department spokeswoman
Heather Nauert says the costs of going ahead with the vote are high, including for the Kurds. She says the
planned referendum has already impeded the campaign to defeat the Islamic State group in its remaining
strongholds in Iraq.
Nauert says Iraq's neighbors and
"virtually the entire international
community" oppose the referendum.
She's urging Iraq's Kurds to enter
talks with Iraq's government instead.
Nauert says if the Kurds proceed anyway, the international community will
withdraw its offer to help facilitate the
talks.
Iraq's top court has temporarily
suspended the vote, but it's unclear
whether the local government in the
semi-autonomous Kurdish region will
abide by the ruling.

Woman says she'd
rather go to jail
than take down
pro-Trump signs
ROCKLAND, Maine (AP) — A
Maine woman says she'd rather go to
jail than take down her pro-Donald
Trump signs.
Susan Reitman's signs say "I Love
Trump" and "He Won, Get over it."
But the code enforcement officer in
Rockland has notified her that the
signs violate a local ordinance, because they are bigger than the town
allows. She could be fined between
$100 or more per day.
Town officials say there's a process
to apply for permits to display larger
signs.
But Reitman tells New England
Cable News (http://bit.ly/2yqCCC3
) that her free speech rights are more
important than the ordinance. She
says she has no intention of removing
her signs — or paying any fines.
She tells NECN: "If I have to sit in
jail for the rest of eternity, that's my
choice."

Maria destroys Puerto Rico
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) —
The strongest hurricane to hit Puerto
Rico in over 80 years destroyed hundreds of homes, knocked out power
across the entire island and triggered
heavy flooding Wednesday in an onslaught that could plunge the U.S.
territory deeper into financial crisis.
Leaving at least nine people dead in
its wake across the Caribbean, Hurricane Maria blew ashore in the morning in the southeast coastal town of
Yabucoa as a Category 4 storm with
winds of 155 mph (250 kph).
It was the second time in two
weeks that Puerto Rico felt the wrath
of a hurricane.
As people waited it out in shelters
or took cover inside stairwells, bathrooms and closets, Maria brought
down cell towers and power lines,
snapped trees, tore off roofs and unloaded at least 20 inches (50 centimeters) of rain.
Widespread flooding was reported,
with dozens of cars half-submerged in
some neighborhoods and many streets
turned into rivers. People calling lo-

cal radio stations reported that doors
were being torn off their hinges and a
water tank flew away.
As of 5 p.m. EDT, Maria had
weakened into a Category 2 hurricane
with winds of 110 mph (175 kph). It
was centered just off the northwestern
corner of Puerto Rico, moving at 12
mph (19 kph).
It was expected to pass off the
northeastern coast of the Dominican
Republic late Wednesday and Thursday.
Puerto Rico is struggling to restructure a portion of its $73 billion debt,
and the government has warned it is
running out of money as it fights back
against furloughs and other austerity
measures imposed by a federal board
overseeing the island's finances.
More than 11,000 people — and
more than 580 pets — were in shelters, authorities said.
Maria posed no immediate threat
to the U.S. mainland. The long-range
forecast showed the storm out in the
Atlantic Ocean hundreds of miles off
the Georgia-South Carolina coast by

Monday morning.
Previously a Category 5 with 175
mph (281 kph) winds, Maria hit
Puerto Rico as the third-strongest
storm to make landfall in the U.S.,
based on its central pressure. It was
even stronger than Hurricane Irma
when Irma roared into the Florida
Keys earlier this month.
Irma sideswiped Puerto Rico on
Sept. 6, causing no deaths or widespread damage on the island but leaving more than 1 million people without electricity. More than 70,000 still
had no power as Maria approached.
The last Category 4 hurricane to
blow ashore in Puerto Rico was in
1932, and the strongest ever to hit the
island was San Felipe in 1928 with
winds of 160 mph (250 kph).
The storm's center passed near
or over St. Croix overnight Tuesday, prompting U.S. Virgin Islands
Gov. Kenneth Mapp to warn people to sleep in their street clothes and
shoes just in case. St. Croix was largely spared by Irma.

Third arrest made in London attack
LONDON (AP) — British police
have arrested a third suspect in connection with the bomb that partially exploded on a London subway last
week.
Police said they arrested a 25-yearold man in Wales on Tuesday evening
under the Terrorism Act. They say a
property in Newport, Wales 140 miles
(225 kilometers) west of London, was
being searched.
Two other men arrested over the
weekend — an 18-year-old refugee
from Iraq and a 21-year-old from Syria — remain in custody. Neither has
been charged. London police have not
released details from the investigation.

Commander Dean Haydon, head
of the Metropolitan Police CounterTerrorism Command, said searches were underway at four different locations, including three that were in
progress before Tuesday. The searches
may take "some days to complete" as
detectives seek to determine the "full
facts" behind the attack, Haydon said.
He asked the public to "look out
for anything that seems out of place,
unusual, or just doesn't seem to fit
in with day-to-day life" and to notify police immediately if something
seems amiss.
The homemade explosive device,
which had been placed inside a buck-

et that was enclosed by a shopping
bag, injured 30 people when it partially detonated inside a crowded subway car on Friday morning.
The subway was stopped at the Parsons Green station when the device
went off.
Those suspects are believed to have
at one point lived in a foster home in
Sunbury, a suburb southwest of London. Details about the third suspect
have not yet emerged.
Islamic State extremists have
claimed responsibility but British officials have said they don't see proof of
a connection yet.

Fire on Cousteau's ship in Turkey delays restoration work
ISTANBUL (AP) — A fire on marine explorer Jacques Cousteau's iconic
ship Calypso has delayed the vessel's restoration by between six to eight months,
a representative of the Cousteau Society
said Wednesday.
The fire, which broke out in the early
hours of Sept. 12 at a Turkish shipyard,
only damaged the ship's newly fitted portions, leaving the vessel's historical elements intact, according to Diane Cous-

teau, the daughter of Jacques Cousteau.
The damage won't derail the restoration
of the ship, a global symbol of environmental protection, she said.
Jacques Cousteau transformed the
Calypso, a former British Royal Navy
minesweeper, into an oceanographic vessel that supported his pioneering
expeditions."Calypso has inspired millions of people to love the ocean. She is
a symbol of environmental protection.

TODAY ON CAMPUS:

Today more than ever, we need her to
continue this mission," said Pierre-Yves
Cousteau, youngest son of Jacques Cousteau.
The Cousteau Society aims to restore
the vessel so that it can sail again after being sunk in an accident in Singapore in
1996. Jacques Cousteau died in 1997.
Turkish police are investigating the
cause of the fire, which didn't cause any
casualties.
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Students present at conference for Asian Affairs
By Kennedy Nolen
Multicultural Reporter | @KennedyNolenEIU
Three Eastern students presented their
research at the 66th Annual Midwest
Conference on Asian Affairs at the University of Notre Dame in South Bend,
Indiana on Sept. 15.
Kyle Cody and Brittany Dixon, both
history graduate students, presented their
research along with senior history major
Seonghwan Kim.
Dixon said the group met up and left
Charleston at 5 a.m. last Friday to get to
Notre Dame on time for their 12 p.m.
presentation. She jokingly said she was
the one who was lucky enough to drive.
There were a lot of people who attended the conference she said.
“A huge ballroom dining room was
full of people at the tables,” Dixon said.
People came from farther than the
Midwest region, Dixon said, some even
came from New York.
She said the conference was well put
together and had panels going from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday.
Cody’s panel was titled “Impact of
German Medical Exchange on Japan’s
Racialized National Discourse.”
Dixon’s research presentation was titled “Gender, Race, and Class in Amer-

SUBMIT TED PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Brittany Dixon, a graduate student studying history, Kyle Cody, a graduate
student studying history, and senior history major Seonghwan Kim walk
into the Midwest Conference on Asian Affairs after a four hour long drive
from Charleston to the University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana.

ican Mission School Policies in the Japanese Empire.”
“I did connections between American and Japanese imperialism as it is used
in education for Korean women,” Dix-

on said.
She said it was tough for her to get all
of her thoughts and ideas together, and
mentioned it was difficult to get good information from missionaries.

Kim’s research presentation was
called “Imperial Eyes on Empires’ Contact Zone: Interpretations of the Korean
Armed Struggles against Japan in Manchuria.”
He said his research subject was on the
Korean struggle movement in the 1910s
in the northeastern part of China.
Kim said as a Korean, the Korean independence movement is an important
part of his country’s history. He said it
was difficult for him to find source material in English, and there was little research on the subject.
“I felt American students did not
know a lot about the Korean independence movement,” Kim said. “I know a
lot of Korean history. I wanted to inform
and show American people (Korea’s) effort (to make it an independent country).”
Kim said he spent his summer at Eastern doing the research project, and it took
him around two months to complete it.
Dixon said she started her research
project during the spring of 2017 for a
thesis preparation class she had taught by
Lee and worked on it until the middle of
summer.
By doing this research and presentation, Dixon said she could see how two
types of imperialism intersected.

“I could get a lot of sources in English
for it,” she added.
Dixon said her favorite part about her
research was being able to prove her theory, which focused on two types of imperialism connecting, correct.
Dixon said one of her favorite presentations was about “Chinese bloggers online and how they interact with the online space.”
Kim said the conference was fun, and
each presenter got plenty of time with the
audience to answer questions.
He said his advice for future presenters
of any sort of research is to be confident.
“I am international, and my English is
not good, but I did it anyway. So confidence is the most important thing,” Kim
said.
Dixon said being prepared helps with
confidence. She said she talked to the audience as if it was their first time learning about the subject matter and that really helped her.
Lee said in an email the presenters are
now ready to revise their research papers
further and to follow up on networking
they established with scholars and graduate students in the history field.
Kennedy Nolen can be reached at
581-2812 or kdnolen@eiu.edu.

RSO to ring in Jewish
New Year with pastries

Just chillin’

By Chrissy Miller
News Editor | @DEN_News

JORDAN BOYER | DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Charleston resident Richen Marillo sits on the ledge outside of the Health Services building Wednesday
night. Marillo recently immigrated from the Philippines to Charleston. “I’m not really expecting a lot there
is a lot of different culture and stuff,” Marillo said. “Yea I like it so far.”

In the spirit of celebrating Rosh Hashana, the Jewish New Year, the EIU spiritual pluralism and selfless service registered
student organization is handing out traditional Jewish pastries and information
cards about the holiday.
The group will do this from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. outside of Doudna Fine Arts Center.
Ali Fisher, president of the EIU spiritual pluralism and selfless service RSO, said
the pastries the group will be handing out
are from a kosher bakery in Terre Haute,
which is owned by a rabbi.
“What we’ll be giving the students is
what people from the Jewish faith will be
celebrating with at the same time,” Fisher said. “So it’ll be kind of like celebrating
with them at the same time.”
Fisher said in the Jewish faith the New
Year is seen as a time for spiritual renewal.
“There’s a period of 10 days where
they’ll spend a lot of time focusing on
contemplation and doing different practices to leave the old year behind,” Fisher said.
Fisher said the celebration is just as

much about having a fresh start as it is
about leaving the old year behind. She
said while some Jewish people do the 10day traditional celebration; others may
spend only one or two days celebrating.
“There’s the one aspect of it, where
people celebrate a holiday spiritually, and
then the other aspect of it where people
celebrate a holiday like we celebrate New
Year’s,” Fisher said. “There’s not really any
other reason to celebrate it other than we
want to have a party.”
Alex Hill, vice president of the EIU
spiritual pluralism and selfless service
RSO, said he hopes to help educate the
campus community about a culture that
may be different from their own.
“If people are only exposed to their
own little bubble of culture or spirituality, a lot of times they don’t see how nuanced other cultures are,” Hill said. “It just
makes people more understanding. They
don’t necessarily have to support it or believe in it, but it’s just knowing that however unique and complex they are as a human being, so is every other human being.”
Chrissy Miller can be reached at
581-2812 or clmiller9@eiu.edu.
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Decisions, decisions

Analicia Haynes

Journalism
is valuable,
regardless
Ignorance is not bliss.
I am growing weary of the amount of
ignorance that lingers not only on this campus, but in the Charleston community.
It offends me when someone shoots a nasty smirk my way simply because I report for
“the news.” It offends me when I am sitting
in class and I hear some bimbo pipe up about
why they hate the media for “not helping,” or
just “getting in the way.”
It is annoying to have to remind my peers
over and over again about the importance of
journalism and what it means for our society.
Journalism, and I mean good journalism,
is the bridge between valuable news and the
public.
Without journalists spending countless
hours working on stories, calling sources and
sacrificing their time and energy for the sake
of ensuring that the public receives the information they deserve then the real “bad guys”
would win.
And yet, as I continue to grow through my
college career, I have encountered more people who blame journalism and journalists for
all the world’s problems or for making things
worse.
This pathetic excuse is moronic, lacks
validity and is bred from the mindset of a
baboon. Actually, that is offensive to baboons.
But why blame journalism and the reliable news organizations that practice good
journalism? My hunch is the lack of knowledge that plagues these poor minds and leads
to their inability to decipher between what is
reliable and what is the biggest lie to hit Facebook.
Or perhaps it is because those who have
the audacity to blame the fourth estate follow
unreliable news sources or are easily seduced
by, dare I say, “fake news.”
Whatever the case is, my word of advice is
to grow up.
Learn to identify who the real bad guys are
and learn what it means to have the freedom
of the press.
So instead of blaming us for your unhappiness thank us that for sticking our necks out
for you.
Analicia Haynes is a junior journalism major. She
can be reached at 581-2812 or achaynes@eiu.edu.

Please inquire at opinions.DEN@gmail.
com for all opinion questions, submissions and letters to the editor.
Please allow a week for us to publish
letters to the editor.
The Editor reserves the right to not
publish letters.
Please include your name and phone
number to verify letters.
The opinions editor position is also
currently open to students of any year
or major. If interested, please inquire at
deneic@gmail.com
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Staff Editorial

Information is, will always be important
As we have understood from our social media
pages, there has been some controversy over the
“Masked Men cause Mass Confusion” article
published in Tuesday Sept. 19’s edition of The
Daily Eastern News.
This article, contrary to apparent popular
belief, was not meant to be inflammatory or to
sensationalize the issue. However, when fear is
raised in the community the issue becomes of
public concern and is therefore newsworthy.
According to what people were posting on
their Twitter and what we heard from word of
mouth, people were genuinely scared of the
masked individuals going around campus. They
did not want to go home alone and they were
calling friends, asking them to stay with them.
And why would students not be scared, when
these “Masked Men” as they called themselves,
were going around, knocking on people’s windows and following them around? No matter
if the hooligans who did this thought it was a
“joke,” these are actions that are inherently threatening, especially to young women living alone.
It is disheartening to think that so many people do not think students being afraid to be in
their homes is worthy of an article.
While some may think that the article is blowing things out of proportion, The Daily Eastern News firmly believes there is nothing “blown
out of proportion” when we write about students
being terrorized on their own campus.
We would like to assume most people want
Eastern students to be safe, but the fact that peo-

Managing Editor
Analicia Haynes

thing.
It is not a journalist’s job to apprehend or
bring criminals to justice. We can explain the
facts and investigate wrongdoing, but it is not up
to us to punish those who do wrong. It is the job
of the police.
On the night the picture was taken, our
reporter saw two Charleston police cars with
officers in them, driver window to driver window, parked in a lot behind First Financial Bank,
as well as another pulled over on Sixth Street.
Meanwhile, our reporter and the “Masked Men”
passed them all by. If the police wanted to, they
could have done what our reporter did and followed the “Masked Men” as well.
The fact that this did not happen shows a lack
of urgency on the part of the Charleston Police
Department to find and apprehend the suspects.
And the fact that the police are, apparently, going to stonewall The Daily Eastern News for
remaining neutral and unbiased in our reporting
shows an immaturity that is disappointing. Disappointing not only for us, but also for our readers who need to know when things are happening
in the Charleston and Eastern community.
We respect when the police say they do not
have more information to give because of ongoing investigations or other reasons. We would
hope that they respect when we do not want to
break a source’s confidentiality.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Small town Americans are diverse
Last weekend, Effingham was graced with cars
enthusiasts from around the country. Mid-America Motorworks, the factory that produces Corvettes, held their annual Corvette Funfest just outside the city limits. Corvette owners came with their
families, friends and car clubs to enjoy seminars on
drag racing, a roadtrip through the county, on-site
upgrade installations and tours through the factory’s museum.
Of course, the hotels in Effingham filled up
quickly. Nearby Altamont, my hometown, took
in some of the crowd overflow. A group of around
20 Corvette owners from Houston settled in at the
Cobblestone Hotel for the weekend, occasionally
popping into the convenience store across the road
during my night shifts.
One Corvette owner dropped in to ask about
local food--he’d had breakfast at a local diner that
morning and wanted more from the stick-to-yourribs central Illinoisian cuisine. But before he asked
after local restaurants, he made an offhand remark
about the town’s demographics.
“Not many Hispanics or Asians here, is there?”
he quipped, leaning against the sales counter.
At the time I answered with description: the
owner of the Relax Inn is Hindi, a family friend
from the Lutheran church is from Mexico and so
forth. But the more I thought about it, the more his
question bothered me.

Editorial Board
Editor- in-Chief
Cassie Buchman

ple are getting angry over an article informing
students of a possible threat shows otherwise.
It is our job as reporters to keep the public informed of potential dangers. Without this
article, misinformation may have continued to
spread through various channels. People may
not have known to be a little more careful walking home at night, or they may have thought the
wrong people were doing this despicable thing.
The Daily Eastern News gave people the information they needed at the time the issue was occurring, and we will never be ashamed of doing our
jobs as journalists.
While it could be said that writing the article gave the “Masked Men” more attention, the
fact is they already were getting attention. People
were already talking about them and spreading
rumors. Our reporter did his best to verify information about these “Masked Men” so people
would know exactly what was going on and not
rely on rumors and social media posts to be safe.
Charleston Police Chief Bryan Baker has
accused this reporter of not having journalistic integrity, being unethical and not doing his
civic duty for not turning in the identity of the
“Masked Men” when he took a picture of them.
The chief also told the reporter he would not be
talking to The Daily Eastern News in the future as
a result.
However, shield laws, which protect reporters’ rights to refuse to testify information or the
sources of information obtained during newsgathering, would say our reporter did the right

News Editor
Chrissy Miller

Sports Editor
Sean Hastings

Shelby Niehaus
Did he expect me to break out with something
severely racist? Was he waiting for me to reply about
how good it was to live around only white folks?
Strangely enough, I do recall a few other incidents when urbanite or suburbanite travellers have
tried to goad me into saying something racist, sexist or homophobic. I have never decided if they
just want gratification for their own views or if they
want the cheap thrill of laughing at the backwards
locals.
Rural people are not all bigots. We still live with
people of color, queer folks and any number of nonnormative identities. They are integral parts of our
communities.
Small towns may not be the bastions of progres-

sivism, but they are not backwards places as a necessary rule. To characterize small towns as unequivocally hate-filled is unfair, and I believe it qualifies
as a form of prejudice against the people who live
there.
Of course, we do have our problems. We do
have racist, sexist, classist and homophobic institutions and people. So does the rest of the country. Pinning regressive thought on country towns
and farmhouses overlooks the underlying, pervasive
issues that cause prejudice and oppression.
For my urbanite readers: the next time you find
yourself in a small town, resist the urge to look sideways at the locals. Do you have the sneaking suspicion that you might be surrounded by Klansmen
and Westboro Baptists? Perhaps think of the awful
ideologies you see in your home town. Compare
them. Are they not the same thing, the same problems transposed into new situations? Is the racist in
mud-caked jeans and an oil-stained shirt or the racist in a suit worse?
And maybe, consider if you accurately judge the
people you see on roadtrips. If classism and elitism
plays a role in your judgement, then you might be
in the wrong.
Shelby Niehaus is a senior
English language arts major. She can be
reached at 581-2812 or scniehaus@eiu.edu.
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Masked Men

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“When I heard about it I was
like, ‘dang this is one of the safest campuses in the whole country, right,’” Smith said. “So, my first
thought was, ‘I am back in Chicago again?’”
The fact that the “masked men”
were minors was a relief to Smith as
well.
“Now that I think about they’re
probably just high school kids trying to mess around with people
in college,” Smith said. “But, hey,
that’s not something to mess around
with. Especially if I heard they had
knives, sticking up people and stuff,
high school nonsense. So, to do that
on a college campus is like unheard
of.”
Baker also added that the police
have no reason to believe the boys
used knives during the incidents.
JJ Bullock can be reached at
581-2812 or jpbullock@eiu.edu.

»

Ratings

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Norman said that to keep these
rankings up, EIU is planning on
working with SAT this year to
bring in a social-behavioral evaluation tool, in addition to the cognitive testing that students usually go
through.
This pilot tool is meant to better test students’ retention rates and
may be used for the entire Fall 2018
class, Norman said.
“We’re continually making efforts to make sure that those statistics that really speak to student success are cared for and invested in,”
Norman said.
Both Norman and Reinhart said
they hope those who see the rankings will appreciate the success and
efforts of students, faculty and administration who help the university to run as it should.
“It’s not just about the services that Eastern offers, it’s about our
student population and their ability
to persist,” Norman said.
Brooke Schwartz can be reached at
581-2812 or bsschwartz@eiu.edu.

Correction:
In Tuesday, Sept. 19’s edition of
The Daily Eastern News, the woman
in the picture on p.3 was misidentified. Her name is Miranda Ramirez.
The News regrets the error.

Student Senate
also discusses
Mattoon High
School shooting
By Samuel Nusbaum
Contributing Reporter | @DEN_News
Student Senate discussed the
upcoming arrival of Chinese diplomats on campus and the shooting that took place at Mattoon
High School.
Rebecca Cash, the vice president of academic affairs, said a
public forum will be held with
representatives from the Chinese
People’s Political Consultative
Conference-Shanghai from 9:45
a.m. to 11 a.m. on Sept. 21 in the
Charleston-Mattoon room in the
Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.
The Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference main job
is to gather representatives from
all of China’s political parties to
partake in discussions state affairs.
“ We are the only stop in the
United States besides Albany, New
York so I really encourage you all
to be there,” Cash said.
The meeting began with a moment of silence for the victims of
the Mattoon High School shooting.
Student Body President Luke
Young was not in attendance because he was in Mattoon for a
prayer vigil for the Mattoon High
School shooting.
Derek Pierce, the student body
executive vice president, said he
and Young both attended this high
school as students.
“Kind of freaky to see it happening in your home town, so
hopefully none of you have to experience that,” Pierce said.
Cash explained to the senate
how Kent Martin, the chief of the
University Police Depar tment,
brought up A.L.I.C.E. training,
which is a safety procedure implemented during an active shooting
and stands for Alert, Lockdown,
Inform, Counter and Evacuate,
during the Faculty Senate meeting.
Cash also talked about her upcoming Prowlin’ With the Prez
event, Trivia with the Prez which
is Monday Sept. 25 in 7th Street
Underground from 5 p.m. until 6:30 p.m. It will include food,
drinks and prizes.

JORDAN BOYER | DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Senator Randy Prince speaks at the Student Senate meeting at the Martin Luther King Jr. Student Union Wednesday night. This organization works to promote diversity, leadership, service, and integrity.

Danny Estrada, Committee
Chair for Diversity Affairs, said
plans are moving forward for his
Greek life event.
He s a i d h i s c o m m i t t e e w i l l
reach out to National Panhellenic Council, Interfraternity Council, and Panhellenic Council to try
and meet with them and get ideas
as to what these groups would like
and what day the fair would be
held.
Id e a s E s t r a d a c a m e u p w i t h
would be to have the Devine Nine
fraternities do their strolls and to
have tables set up for Greeks and
non-Greeks to have open conversations about themselves and each
other.
Estrada said he feels it will also
help with recruitment and help
the various Greek members themselves interact with each other.
Samuel Nusbaum can be
reached at 581-2812 or
at scnusbaum@eiu.edu.

Come CARE with Us!

AG Ryle Companies is offering jobs in the Mattoon area for positive people who
will help care for our clients. Instead of an office or a building, work in a house in
the community, with 4 to 8 clients per home. Job involves assisting
developmentally and physically disabled clients by helping them with daily
activities, grooming, basic hygiene, and light housekeeping.
Part-time openings on 3rd shift (11 pm - 7am) - 16 hours a week.
l

Paid training

l

THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS | NEWS

No experience required l CNAs/DSPs encouraged to apply l
l Must be 18 and pass background check l
l High school diploma or equivalent required l
l Equal Opportunity Employer l

Please call today for more information: 217-493-1164.

JORDAN BOYER | DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Executive Vice President Derek Pierce speaks at the Student Senate Meeting at the Martin Luther King Jr. Student Union Wednesday night. Pierce
was discussing the school shooting that happened earlier at Mattoon High
school.
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Bookin’ it

The New York Times Syndication Sales Corporation
620 Eighth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10018
For Information Call: 1-800-972-3550
EMILY MORGAN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Brooke McWherter, a sophomore theater
major,
sifts through
fiction novels
at the Booth Library
book sale Wednesday morning. The book sale will continue through
For
Release
Thursday,
September
21, 2017
Friday.

CLASSIFIEDS

Crossword
ACROSS
1 Somewhat
5 Scottish delicacy
11 Arabian stimulant
14 ___ list
15 Still
16 Colorful card
game
17 One side of St.
George’s Channel
18 First set of
circled letters
20 Like some
synthetic
colorants
21 Stand-in, maybe
22 Instrument
anyone can play
23 Second set of
circled letters
27 Game often
played on car
rides
28 Vardalos of “My
Big Fat Greek
Wedding”
29 Like a racehorse
32 Bonds, e.g.

35 Its motto is “Our
liberties we prize
and our rights we
will maintain”
36 Like Tylenol PM,
for short
39 “___ you not
entertained?”
40 About 1,400
of them is the
record for a
human: Abbr.
42 Attic construction
43 Barrymore and
Liu’s “Charlie’s
Angels” co-star
45 Yadda yadda
yadda
48 Impetus for a
bungee jump,
maybe
49 ESPN
broadcaster Bob
50 Parlays
53 Third set of
circled letters
58 Verb for a dieter
60 Home in the
woods
61 Crack

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
I
M
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O
R
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N
E
P
H
E
W

T
O
P
I
C
A
L

M
A
R
A
D
O
N
A

C
R
I
N
G
E

A
R
D
O
R

N
Y
E R
E
E T
A I
A R R
I N N E
C T
E I D A
T S A J
O
W A
N A N
G L E
S E D

M
A
M
A

G
N
A
T
S

D
I B
S O
H B
A
S
S
A
M

K
A
P
P
A

M
L
I
E
N
N
S I T
K R I
E L
A
T A F
O N O
P A R
C A
B I
I N C
T
A
E
M

O W E D
X I L E
O N E T
E M O
L L E X
A I N E
L S T S
A T S
W
K I T
M A R O
I T I S
L A S S
N N I E
E A N S

62 Faction in
China’s Cultural
Revolution … or
a hint to each set
of circled letters
65 River through
Bath, England
66 “Rogue ___”
67 River paralleled
by I-80 through
a long stretch of
the Plains
68 Mannerly man
69 Pick up
70 In the trash
71 Delta 88, e.g.,
informally

Edited by Will Shortz
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27

43

33

30

31

35
40

45

48
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34

39
44
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26
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38
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37
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41

46

42
47

49

50

51

For rent
Luxury three bedroom townhouse.
Best value in Charleston. $225
month/person plus utilities. Must
see. Call TJ. (217) 549-2668.
________________________ 9/22
Next year 2018/2019 Early Bird Special sign before Thanksgiving $250
per person per month- 3 people per
unit call TJ (217) 549-2668
________________________ 9/22
Beautiful 2 STORY HOUSE - furnished for 5-6 girls at $310.00 each
for 10 Months. 2 1/2 baths, full
basement, HGTV kitchen remodel,
Washer/Dryer, central air. School
year 2018/19. 1508 1st Street. Call
or Text Jan 232-7653.
________________________ 10/2

52

Help wanted
53

54

55

56

57

DOWN
58
59
60
61
1 Starters
62
63
64
65
2 Russian
wolfhound
66
67
68
3 “The Complete
___ Guide to …”
69
70
71
(popular book
series)
PUZZLE BY PETER A. COLLINS
4 Shipping unit
26 “Grand Hotel”
55 Pan-fry
5 Golfer Walter
41 Lacking sauce?
actress
with 11 major
44 1983 Woody
championships
56 Hyper
30 Be in the red
Allen film
6 Smithereens
31 Dollop
46 What knitters
57 Lets
7 Searching blindly 33 Range located
need to match,
often
along the 60th
8 Subj. of a Kaplan
58 All atwitter
meridian
prep course
47 Govt. org.
whose funding
34 Things in pools
9 Eastern Med.
59 Pointer for a
is perennially
land
meteorologist?
36 Like the number
debated
10 Commercial
of games in a
51 Commit a court
interest
“best of” series
63 Rapper ___ Rida
violation
11 Quest for
37 One in la familia
52 Baseball position, 64 Scale notes
knowledge?
38 Mesh for
informally
12 A.D. part
securing items in
54 Take in
65 Past
a truck bed
13 Like some orders
19 Tibia connectors Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past
21 Tharp of dance
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
24 Black ___
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay.
25 Nobelist Bohr

Expanding our shifts. Now accepting applications for good delivery
drivers. Apply in person between
2-4 p.m. at Joey’s 850 Lincoln Ave.
______________________9/25/17

Tweet
Tweet

Follow
the Daily
Eastern
News
Twitter!
den_news
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Women’s soccer team adjusting injuries
By Adam Shay
Women’s Soccer Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Last weekend, the Eastern women’s soccer team
lost both games, snapping a three-game win streak
and pushing them back to one game over .500 with
a 5-4-1 record.
The Panthers have had to make changes to their
lineup over the past couple weeks as a result of key
players getting injured. With that being said, adjusting to their injuries by creating an efficient lineup has been challenging the past couple weeks.
“We had a lot of momentum after our threegame win streak,” senior Ali Carlson said. “But this
past weekend we had a few very unfortunate injuries to some key players.”
So far this season, there have been a few injuries
in the Panthers’ backline as well as their midfield.
The team is currently waiting to see if those players
will be able to compete this weekend against Belmont and Austin Peay this Sunday.
Injuries are prone to throw off any team’s momentum and rhythm abruptly, especially after a
three-game win streak coming to a halt. During
practices this week, finding a lineup that works efficiently has been a main goal for the Panthers.
“I would say that some of the main things that
we are working on are adapting our lineup to deal
with some injuries that we’ve had within the team,”

senior Madi Fisher said.
Fisher also said in practice, the Panthers are
working on different ways of getting to the goal.
So far this season, the Panthers have already
eclipsed their point total from last year and this past
weekend was the first time the Panthers have been
held scoreless.
The Panthers look to bounce back on Friday in
an OVC matchup against the 5-3-1 Belmont Bruins.
“Belmont played a 3-5-2 so we have been shadowing that in practice and focusing on finding
where we can expose them on Friday,” Carlson said.
The 3-5-2 means on the field, there are three defenders, five midfielders and two forwards. Compared to the Panthers’ strategy, it is slightly different
since this whole year they have been using a 4-3-3:
four defends, four midfielders, and three forwards.
Nevertheless, with a winning record this semester, the Panthers have found a balance between adjusting to an opponent’s style of play and staying
loyal to their own tactics.
“This year we have a solid foundation and a
team who is willing to keep to that,” Carlson said.
By the end of the fall season, what is most important to the Panthers is succees and advancing in
OVC play. Conference play has just begun and as a
team, the Panthers are only 0-1 with their loss coming last weekend against SIUE.

BRYAN BUND| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Junior Kayla Stolfa kicks the ball toward the goal in the Panthers’ 5-1 win over Chicago State
Sept. 3 at Lakeside Field. Eastern continues OVC play Friday at Belmont.

This year, the Panthers believe they will be
able to content in the OVC despite their ups and
downs.
“I would say that even though we have experienced some bumps in the road, we are still confi-

dent that we can get ourselves to the OVC tournament,” Fisher said.
Adam Shay can be reached at
581-2812 or acshay@eiu.edu.

Baldwin wins award for cross country team
By Alex Hartman
Cross Country Reporter | @DEN_Sports
It is still early in the cross-country season,
but the runners of Eastern’s men and women’s teams have been off to a great start this
year.
They started with a 4-1 double dual meet
record in the opening Walt Crawford Open.
Then in the second meet of the year, they
ran to a second-place finish at the Bradley
Intercollegiate.
Now, they head into their next meet in
Louisville, Kentucky for the Louisville Classic September 30th. The meet will be the sec-

ond on the road for the team this season.
At the Bradley Intercollegiate, both the
men and the women finished in second place
overall. Senior runner Maria Baldwin finished second overall in the 3-mile with a
time of 17:07.4 with the next Eastern female
runner, freshman Kate Bushue, finishing in
11th place with a time of 17:42.5.
On the men’s side, freshman Dustin
Hafield had another great outing as he
placed third overall in the meet with a time
of 25:23.1 in the 8K. Eastern also had four
additional runners finish in the top twenty, with freshman Jaime Marcos finishing in
seventh and another finishing in 14th place.

Bradley won both the men and women’s meets followed by Eastern, Milwaukee,
Western Illinois, Green Bay and Chicago
State.
Going into the next meet in Louisville the
team has an extra boost of confidence with
Maria Baldwin earning the OVC runner of
the week award for her stellar performance at
the Bradley Intercollegiate.
She looked to bounce back after her tough
2nd place finish in the Walt Crawford Open
There have been many bright spots for
the Eastern cross country team, like freshman runner Dustin Hatfield. However, the
brightest spot for their team this season has

been senior runner Maria Baldwin. The team
is at a great place this early in the season.
They are confident and are working as a
unit, focusing less about individual performance.
“The young runners are so tough. The
men and women are hungry at practice and
always willing to do more which speaks volumes as to their work ethic,” Baldwin said.
The next meet for Eastern will take place
September 30 th in Louisville, Kentucky and
is the midpoint of the season for them.
Alex Hartman can be reach at
581-2812 or aihartman@eiu.edu.
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OVC play starting for Panthers
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
The Eastern football team has
had three tough weeks to start its
season, but the weeks ahead are becoming more vital to the Panthers’
season.
The previous weeks impact Eastern’s final record in helping it make
a run toward the FCS playoffs, but
have limited affect on an OVC title. The Panthers missed the playoffs last year.
Eastern opens up play against a
Southeast Missouri team that beat
the Panthers last year, in a game
that the Panthers let slip away.
The Panthers won their next two
games of OVC play to keep them
in contention, but the game with
the Redhawks was one that slipped
away that should not have.
Eastern won 56-35 against an
Austin Peay team that lost 29
straight games, totaling 22 months.
The Governors just won their first
game last week against Morehead
State, an OVC opponent.
Austin Peay won a blowout 6913, which led to fans storming the
field and taking down the goal posts
in celebration.
Those two schools got an early
start for conference play.
In 2017, a loss to start OVC
play for the Panthers puts them in
a hole that they will be forced to dig
themselves out of, while still trying
to dig themselves out of the current
whole they are in finishing nonconference play at 1-2.
This first week of OVC play is
not only vital to the Panthers, but
for every team in the OVC. And
Jacksonville State, which does not
play an OVC game this week, poses one of the toughest tasks for the
team playing it.
But in turn, handing a loss to, in
recent years, the OVC’s best team,
can potentially break the race for
the title wide open.
The Gamecocks have run the

JUSTIN BROWN| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Redshirt junior Aaron Gooch returns a punt in the Panthers’ 22-20 win over Indiana State Aug. 31 in the season opener. Eastern opens up OVC play this
weekend at home against Southeast Missouri.

OVC the past three years, winning
the OVC Championship in each.
Jacksonville State has put together
three-straight undefeated OVC seasons as well—23 straight wins in
the OVC.
Jacksonville State is without its
star quarterback from last season Eli
Jenkins, so now the weight is put
on redshirt junior Bryant Horn.
Jenkins was the biggest strength
of the offense in 2016 not only
throwing for 2107 yards at 11

touchdowns, but leading the team
in rushing yards by 266 yards.
Jacksonville State hosts Liberty
Saturday and starts OVC play next
week against Tennessee Tech.
It’s a busy week for OVC play
with crucial games, with teams besides Eastern looking to make their
marks.
Sean Hastings can be reached at
581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.

OVC weekend schedule
Tennessee State (3-0) vs Tennessee- Martin (2-1)
Tennessee Tech ( 0-3) vs Eastern Kentucky (0-2)
Austin Peay (1-2) vs Murray State (1-2)
Liberty (3-0) vs Jacksonville State (1-1)
Southeast Missouri (0-3) vs Eastern (1-2)

Women's tennis on road to Bradley
By Parker Valentine
Women’s Tennis Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern women’s tennis team continues their fall schedule this weekend,
as the Panthers are heading to Peoria on
Friday for Bradley University’s annual fall
tournament.
Tournament play begins on Friday and
goes through Sunday at the David Markin courts.
The Panthers have some history against
the Braves, as they played Bradley last
spring.
In last year’s event, the Panthers swept
the Braves, winning the match up 7-0.
Three current Panthers earned singles victories in the event.
Sophomore Stella Cliffe defeated senior Alexa Brandt from the No. 3 position (6-2, 6-4).
Junior Srishti Slaria swept senior Aimee
Manfredo from the No. 4 spot (6-0, 6-0).
Sophomore Emily Pugachevsky defeated graduate Julie Martin in the most competitive match of the day.
It took Pugachevsky three sets to defeat Martin, winning two straight sets after dropping the first (3-6, 6-0, 6-2).
Pugachevsky and Slaria also earned a
win as a duo in a doubles match at the
event. The duo defeated Brandt and junior Malini Wijesinghe 6-3.

FILE PHOTO| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Sophomore Emily Pugachevsky returns the ball on her backhand in her match against Eastern Kentukcy Marh 24,
2017 at the Darling Courts. The Panthers continue their fall season this weekend.

Cliffe earned a doubles win at the
event as well. The sophomore earned a
win with recent Eastern graduate Kelly
Iden, defeating Natalia Barbery and Alejandra de Lasa 6-2.

Another team in attendance is Illinois
State.
The Panthers have not had much success against the Redbirds over the past
few years. They have lost two out of the

last three matched played against Illinois
State.
In their last match against Illinois State,
the Panthers were defeated in a nail biter,
although two current Panthers earned win

in the match.
Cliffe defeated junior Jana Kustova (62, 6-3).
Slaria took a little more time to get her
victory. Graduate Gabriela Sprague took
her to three sets and a tie break before
Slaria earned the win (4-6, 7-5, 7-6 [4]).
Western Illinois will be in attendance
as well. The Panthers earned a sweep
against the Bulldogs as well last spring,
winning 7-0.
Cliffe defeated graduate Anna Daniel
Fuentes (7-6, 6-0). Slaria earned an easy
win at the event too. She defeated senior
Cary Milanes, losing only three points in
the match, winning (6-1, 6-2).
Pugachevsky won as well. She defeated Nicole Jones (6-4, 6-1). Slaria and
Pugachevsky continued their hot season
against Western, defeating Milanes and
Fuentes in doubles play 6-2.
The Panthers resume play in a couple
weeks at the ITA Midwest Regional at the
University of Michigan.
The regional is an invite only event,
but the Panthers have been well represented there in years past.
Last year three Panthers earned an invite to Michigan. Graduate Kelly Iden,
Grace Summers, and Cliffe all got to play
in the Midwest regional.
Parker Valentine can be reached at
581-2812 or pivalentine@eiu.edu.

